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GOD IS LOVE

Love is Kind

Love Beyond Measure

The expansion of this love soon reveals itself as an expansion of our perspective. As
love grows richer, we begin to see the world differently.

When love abounds, we see more deeply. We do not judge people or situations easi-
ly or make hasty conclusions. We look beyond the surface and come to see what lies
beneath and the stories around it. Love always calls for depth.

When love is abundant, we see from a higher perspective. This perspective is the
view of God’s sovereignty. When we begin to see life and events from heaven’s van-
tage point, we finally come to perceive the true reality of things. The most honest
way of seeing is to see through God’s eyes.

When love is abundant, we see broadly. We are no longer confined to our own inter-
ests, our own standards, or our own standpoint. We move beyond a narrow field of
vision and learn God’s wide perspective - His vast and deep embrace. Love breaks
down boundaries and expands our sight.

When loveis abundant, we see farahead. We are not bound by immediate outcomes
or momentary losses but interpret today from the perspective of eternity. When we
see through eternal lens, we come to rediscover the true value of many things.

When love is abundant, we come to see the world with a perspective that is deep,
high, wide, and long. And that perspective ultimately becomes the power that over-
comes the world. “May this be a year filled with that love!” May this be the prayer for
our small group and our church, for our families and our nation.

I'Introduction J

Biblical meekness does not simply mean having a warm or gentle personality. The
Greek word ‘praus(mpaii)’ refers to “a wild horse that has been tamed and brought
under its master’s control.” In other words, meekness is not weakness or lack of
strength, but strong power and energy placed under the control of the Holy
Spirit as ‘disci-plined strength’ True meekness, the second attribute of love, is
taking the anger and impulsiveness within us, and even our vision and passion,
and submitting them un-der the sovereignty of God.

I'The meekness of Moses |

Numbers 12:3 “Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all people who
were on the face of the earth.”

1) Silence in the face of slander: When Aaron and Miriam challenged Moses’ authority
and spoke against him, Moses did not defend himself or fight back. Moses’ specialty
was falling facedown(submission). Whenever there was slander, false accusation,
or challenges to his authority, he fell facedown before God.
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2) Intercessory Prayer: he rather cried out to God and earnestly prayed for the
restoration of those who had attacked him.

3) Pause and Obedience: When God told him to stop just before entering Canaan—
the goal to which he had devoted his entire life—Moses laid down his own vision
and longing under God’s control. He stopped on Mount Nebo and obeyed.

Sharing question

The Scripture testifies that Moses was “very meek, more than all people who were on
the face of the earth.” His meekness was revealed through silence, prayer, and pause/
obedience. Among these three, which do you sense is most needed in your life right

now?




' The meekness of David |

1) AHeart That Does Not Seek Revenge: When King Saul hurled a spear at him to kill
him, David did not pick it up and throw it back. Even in the face of provocation
and impulse, he showed meekness by remaining steady and preserving the rela-
tionship.

1 Samuel 24:4-5 And the men of David said to him, “Here is the day of which the
Lord said to you, ‘Behold, I will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to
him as it shall seem good to you.” Then David arose and stealthily cut off a corner of
Saul’s robe. And afterward David’s heart struck him, because he had cut offa corner
of Saul’s robe.

2) AStrength That Builds Community: Meeknessis a power that nurtures peopleand
builds community. During his wilderness years, David had the distressed, the bitter,
and the indebted around him, and this community eventually grew into an army
for God.

1 Samuel 22:1-2 David departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam.
And when his brothers and all his father’s house heard it, they went down there
to him. And everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and ev-
eryone who was bitter in soul, gathered to him. And he became commander over
them. And there were with him about four hundred men.

Galatians 6:1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiri-
tual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too
be tempted.

2 Samuel 22:36 You have given me the shield of your salvation, and your gentle-
ness made me great.

I'The meekness and humility of Jesus Christ J

The only way we can learn meekness is by becoming more like Jesus.

Matthew 11:29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for Iam gentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

1) Jesus did not cry out loudly, but instead showed thoughtful care that does not break

a bruised reed and love that does not quench a faintly burning wick. (Isaiah 42:2-3)

2) Jesus accepted the adulterous woman, approached first the Samaritan woman,
stayed in Zacchaeus’s house, and visited Lazarus’s tomb.

3) Jesus had the power to come down from the cross but strictly restricted Himself
under the will of God to save humanity.

Sharing questions

1. Tamed Strength: Are there areas in yourself that remain untamed like a wild horse
(anger, stubbornness, or unrestrained ambition)? Let us share how we could bring
these under God’s control.

2. Avoiding the Spear: When someone slandered or attacked(spear) you, how did you
respond? Let us share how we could not throw back the spear like David and the
kind of faith needed to respond in meekness.

I'Let us pray together |

Gentleness is not weakness. It is stronger than anything. Hence, the gentle will inherit
the earth (Matthew 5:5). God tells us that love is meek. Let us pray together that our
hearts become meek like Jesus as good vessels before God, so that we may bring life
and restore people in the year ahead.




