
「 Introduction 」 

[Question]  Who is the recipient of prayer?

Jesus taught His disciples to first pray to “our Father in heaven.” The Lord 
taught not to pray like the hypocrites; a characteristic of their prayer was 
that they prayed to the people and not to God. The power of prayer lies in 
knowing who receives prayer. “In heaven” points to God’s transcendence. 
And “Father” implies the relationship between God and ourselves. Our God 
is both transcendent and personal. Let us get to know Him more.

「 Going Deeper 」

(1) Pray for the ordinary

David spoke of the transcendent and personal God in the first line of Psalm 
23. “The Lord (transcendent) is my shepherd (intimate).” Does the Creator 
God of the heavens and the earth care for me as a shepherd thoroughly 
cares for the sheep? Praying can be difficult if we think that God in heaven 
wouldn’t care about the minute details of our lives.
God who is personal desires intimacy with us through prayer. God our 
Father delights in answering our everyday, ordinary prayers. Intimacy in-
creases through sharing and trusting in small and ordinary matters. Prayer 
would be over-spiritualized if everyday needs were separated from God’s 
greatest gift, His presence of love. Sometimes we may feel spiritual by not 
seeking anything from God, but it is not biblical to treat separately the reali-
ty of our desires from the reality of God. We don’t want the Kingdom of God 
to seem distant and ‘somewhere out there’ but experience its reality in our 
everyday lives. Intimacy grows out of the ordinary prayers.

God is Both Transcendent and Personal
[Sharing #1]  What does your typical day look like? Share with other mem-
bers your morning routine, commute, main tasks at work, favorite You-
Tube contents, and your typical day.

[Application #1]  How about share with God daily in the morning starting 
with your schedule for the day and ask that God will give you wisdom and 
peace throughout the day? God remains deeply personal with us.

(2) Seek anything(?)

Jesus said the same thing 6 times during the Last Supper right before 
bearing the cross.

• Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 
   glorified in the Son (John 14:13)
• If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it (John 14:14)
• If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and 
  it will be done for you (John 15:7)
• … whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you 
  (John 15:16)
• … Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, 
  he will give it to you (John 16:23)
• Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive,  
   that your joy may be full (John 16:24)

Jesus gave us amazing and wonderful promises about prayer. In these vers-
es we find both “limited” and “infinite” concepts of prayer. Prayer is limited 
in the sense that we must ‘abide in him’ and ‘ask in His name’ and infinite as 
in “whatever you wish” and “whatever you ask.”
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(3) Find balance in prayer

James, who was Jesus’s younger brother, helps us find the balance be-
tween the limiting and the infinite natures of prayer. James 4:2b-3 says “… 
You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, be-
cause you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” James tells us about 
2 dangers in prayer: one about ‘not asking’ and the other about ‘seeking 
selfishly.’ Either one leads to falling off the cliff.  

Jesus’s prayer at Gethsemane reached perfect harmony. By asking for ‘the cup 
to be removed’, Jesus avoided the cliff of ‘not asking’. Too many people surren-
der before God without first being honest with Him. As a result, many end up 
falling into deism where God becomes separated from one’s reality and life. Je-
sus then avoided the ‘selfish cliff’ by seeking the will of the Father. Jesus was 
honest with His feelings and desires but did not let His emotions to control Him 
or the Father. His prayers always resulted in wholly surrendering to the will of 
the Father.

[Sharing #2]  Do your prayers have the right balance? From the image 
above, which side do you find yourself in? 
(the cliff of ‘not asking’ | the selfish cliff)

(4) The object of our faith is not ‘results’ but ‘the power and the character 
       of the Father in heaven.’

The fruit of prayer is assurance. This assurance does not come from mere 
results, but from God’s character (relationality) and power (transcendence). 
To pray is not to control our lives but to walk into God’s sovereignty. True 
faith is not hoping for situations to change as ‘it will be done as I believe’ but 
believing in the unchanging God as ‘I believe in His goodness’ regardless of 
one’s circumstances. So, we pray in every situation and invite God into every 
area of our lives and praise His goodness by wholly surrendering before Him 
with every result. We pray to become such people of faith. 

「 Application 」

(1) Are your prayers well balanced? Between ‘seeking confidently’ 
       (infinite) and ‘wholly surrendering’ (limited), which side do you need 
       to focus on more?

(2) The object of our faith does not lie in situations but always in the  
      character and personhood of God. Share honestly with others if you  
         ever doubt God’s ‘faithfulness’ in certain situations and pray for ‘faith’
       and not ‘situations’ for one another.

Not asking Seeking selfishly
Separated from God 

(God doesn’t do anything)
Seeking from God 

(God must do what 
I ask Him to do)

GOD

me

me

GOD

GOD

me

Solution : 
Seek confidently.

Solution : 
Surrender completely.

“Abba, Father, all things are 
possible for you. Remove 

this cup from me…”
“Yet not what I will, 
but what you will.”

Right                         prayer
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